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been Gandhi's right-hand man in every civil disobedi-
ence movement. He possessed an amazing ability for
organization. It was difficult to say what Yallabhbhai
Patel stood for, because he seldom struck a positive
note. He was at his best delivering a vicious, bitter and
abusive attack on the British. He was forceful and suc-
ceeded in making a point but not without a certain
amount of coarseness.
His presence was not impressive for he had neither
the chaste dignity of Azad nor the attractive personality
of Nehru. He was a cross between a drill sergeant and
a party whip.
Shrewd, quiet in planning, Vallabhbhai Patel worked
on the masses with amazing success. He could quicken
the pulse of the nation. He could act as a stimulant to
arouse the people from their apathy. He knew where his
strength lay and knew also how to manoeuvre a situa-
tion to his point of view. The years spent fighting the
British had made him bitter. There was no grace left
in him, or charity. He w^as ruthless in his use of the
party machine. Outside the party he was not loved so
much as he was feared.
That year the president of the Congress was Subhas
Bose. Bose was the man who dramatically escaped from
India while under police surveillance to go over to the
Japanese, with whose help he organized the Indian Na-
tional Army of Liberation. At Tripuri, Bose was not the
figure in Indian politics wThich he later became. Behind
the scenes the orthodox Congress had decided to oust
him from the presidency to which he was seeking re-
election. They smirked at the little things he did and
said, for Bose had a weakness for playing somewhat to
the gallery. He arrived at the meeting that first day on
a stretcher, with an ice-bag on his head and two females